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7ES were studying waste and its disposal with 
an expert from out of school.   They learnt  
about how people in countries such as ours  
and in America have far too much stuff and how everyone has some things they don't 
need.  Also about how people in Africa and India have so much less, but if the whole 
world demanded what our country demanded, we would not have enough.  We would 
need three planet earths to provide enough food for the whole world. So we need to 
get the balance right. We need to have less food and the people in third would have 
more.  
As  for the people cutting down rain forests in places like Brazil, that is more our fault 
than theirs.  They are only cutting down the trees so they get money for their exports. 
We are the ones demanding the wood.  They are simply acting on our demand.   
The person taking the session spoke about landfill sites.  They pump Lechate out of the 
land fill sites through big pipes.  Lechate is toxic and when it leaks out of the pipes 
(which  happens very often) it can do things like kill the grass.  

To stop Lechate leaking you can use rechargeable bat-
teries.  A lot of crude oil is used to make the batteries 
and we are running dangerously out of that.   
Using plastic also uses petrol, diesel and aviation oil 
which are all running out as well. Before we run out we  
need to find alternative sources. 

     Amy   

 Permaculture is all about the eco system  and 
 changing the way you harvest and preserve 

food.  Instead of growing all one fruit in one huge field you should grow differ-
ent plants in the same field, as long as they grow in the same soil, obviously. 
Putting more fruits in the same place will provide more food in a smaller space. 
Two men went to Australia and saw lots of different plants growing in the same 
place.  All the fruits were much taller and riper and it shows that growing them 
all in the same place is effective.  
Jane and Georgia from 8DH said,  ‘We found it very interesting and factual and 
it made us think about how we could save space and still get the same results.’ 
Reported by Amy  



 

 

 

 

The Renewable energy session was led by Mr Ratcliff.  7JB were using solar and 
kinetic energy to produce power to activate radios, lights and music boxes. 
 They were examining ways of creating energy without using fossil fuel as it is a 

risk that fossil fuels 
might run out in the 
near future.  
The class were making 
cars powered by the 
sun and Mr Ratcliff 

was demonstrating 
how to make a solar panel using plastic 

tubing  and some black plastic.  
    By Miriam 

“These activities are 

good because they teach 

you how to make use of 

natural resources and 

save  energy.” 

Mafany 7JB 

BIOVIVA 

Bioviva is a board game hosted in the LDC Department by Mrs Bruce. 

The aim of the game is to earn twelve eco points, by travelling round the world on 

the board into different coloured countries.  You then re-

ceive a card with a question and answering the question gains 

you your points.  These questions could be just about any-

thing including... 

‘What is a cat organ?’ 

The answer being an instrument used to torture cats. 

The class seemed to be having a good 

time but official quotes gave different 

responses....           Harry  

8MC enjoying their game of Bioviva, 

Educational 

and fun 
It’s all luck! 

Izzy Georgia 



6SL had a bird watching 

session called ‘Let’s 

Hide’, lead by Mary Scott 

from the Royal Society for 

the Protection of Birds.  

The session was held in 

the orchard and began 

with insect spotting.  One 

girl had a baby snail in her 

glass beaker, another had 

a ladybird and one person 

even had a cockroach!  

It’s really fun.  I am en-

joying trying to find all 

the birds and the insects 

are really cool.  The in-

structor is really good 

because she knows where 

to look. 

Lydia 

Mary Scott explaining the importance of 

wildlife to 6SL. 

Bird Spotting 

Edited by Ali and Anastasiya 

I found this session very ap-

propriate for eco day because 

we are in the forest itself 

looking for living things and 

their habitats.  W really are 

experiencing what there is 

inside all the woods which are 

now largely dropping in num-

bers.               Mrs Lacy 

 



Buzz was all to do with bees. Duhh! 

It was hosted by two bee­keepers in the junior hall.  It was very interest-

ing as they were showing us the bees that they kept and which one was 

the queen bee etc. 

Bees are very important in human life, if they die out then we would be 

in very big trouble. 

3/4 of the world’s crops have something to do with 

bees. 

All different bees have dif­ferent jobs, for example 

gathering, guarding and making honey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8SD enjoying their talk on bees      Reported by Harry 

Talon Show 
Today 7TK had a talk about Birds Of Prey.  A Shapwick Moor Nature Re-

servist informed them about the declining number of birds. Then, they 

dissected owl pellets, 

which was very inter-

esting! 

‘ This is SO fun, I 

never thought I 

would enjoy some-

thing like this! ‘ 

Laura Winlow 7TK 

Brett & team 



BIKEAbility 
The highly anticipated activity, ‘Bikeability’, lived up 

to its expectations as a front runner on Eco Day.  Led 

by the experienced riders Mr Maxwell and Mr Ether-

ington, the lucky classes were able to go on a bike ride 

and learn how to repair their bikes in just about any 

way! 

Groups learnt: 

Why do we use bikes? 

What to we take on bike rides? 

Rules of the road 

How to repair bikes quickly and efficiently 

Everybody had a great time and 

learnt valuable lessons. Popular re-

sponses were.. 

 

„I‟m going to use my bike more.‟ 

 

„Once you know how it‟s easy.‟ 

 Harry 

Planters 
7LC  kicked-off eco day with Mrs Cheney decorating 

plant pots. Recycling old magazines and sticking them 

in strips onto empty soup pots. They then put compost 

into the pots along with a plant to make new life. 

The aim of this activity was to encourage children to grow their own plants 

and have a good time whilst recycling magazines and 

soup pots and saving the planet at the same time!   

And they certainly thought so too! 

           Ruby      

Using soup pots as plant pots is very eco friendly because it saves and reuses 

plastic. And we are running out of plastic. Every ton of plastic we recycle we 

save the equivalent of 2 peoples energy use for 1 year. 

Yes I am really enjoying today 

so far! It’s a really good start to 

my eco day! 

Better than Mr. Wynn's 

Maths lesson!  Arseny 



“It‟s nice to have a run with 

friends” says Santi.  

“Really tiring but all worth it 

for the chocolate” says Harry 

FITNESS FUN  

The clues are green words that lead to some-

where in the school and eventually when 

you get to the end you will find a piece of 

chocolate. Yummy!!! 

CarD art 7SD have been doing CarD art; making cards out of old CD’s.  

They use old CD’s, decorate them with old wrapping paper then stick them 
onto a card to decorate it.  The aim is to use up waste material like wrapping 
paper and ribbon and to recycle old CD’s.  This activity is an enjoyable way to 
make nice cards but help the planet. 

When asked whether they are enjoying what they have done so far and 

whether they feel that they are helping the planet 

7SD said - 

 

Yes we are all really enjoying 

it, Mrs Trevis is fantastic, and 

you feel really good once you 

have helped recycle the differ-

ent materials and help save the 

innocent planet! 

This Eco workshop is to get kids to stop 

lounging around watching TV and get up 

and do something fun! The aim is to do a 

bit of orienteering and use clues to go and 

find others clues.  



NEWTS’ NEW HOME ALMOST READY 
Mrs Durkin and 7TK went out of their 

way for some small amphibians today. 

The great-crested newt is one of the 

most endangered animals in Britain. 

The project is to rehabilitate the newts 

from the bog garden which has been 

overrun with fish that kill the newts. 

With the great-crested newts numbers 

declining, this is an important conser-

vation project requiring deep water  for 

the newts to hide and thrive, plants for 

the newt food and logs to hide under as 

well. 

Mrs Durkin made this pond with a 

layer of carpet to stop any sharp 

rocks puncturing the rubber sheets. It 

is then covered with  a rubber sheet 

to keep the water in; and surrounded 

with plants. 

Before                                                   After 

Quotes from the project team : 

We’re putting in plants that attract the great-crested newts. For example 

deepwater plants, shelf plants etc.  It is good the Year 7 pupils are do-

ing this as they will be here next year to see the newts move in. I would 

like to thank 7TK for their help with this.  Mrs Durkin 

It is good making a pond for the newts, hopefully we will then have a 

larger population of newts. Personally I don’t think it is big enough! 

 Barley   

James & John 



 

 

 
Living Eco was a workshop about sustainable housing lead by Mrs 

Blackman, to find how you can make the difference for our planet. The 

children played interactive games on the computer and then used the in-

formation they learnt to make a poster. 

‘Fun and very knowledge-

able on how to keep our 

planet clean’, said Philippa  

The secret world was lead by Helen and Graham from the Secret World 

Wildlife Rescue Centre. Secret World is a society that help animals when 

hurt or growing young animals without parents. The workshop was a 

presentation for Years 1 & 2.  

I liked this because I saw lots 

of pictures of baby animals. 

said Petch, Year 2 

Reported by Anastasiysa and Ali 



Eco-Day 2010 in the Pre-Prep 
Eco-Day takes place every second year when the whole school focuses 
on the environment. The day began with an outdoor assembly linked to 
the importance of water to our lives. Each year group then had a time-
tabled programme of activities which included eco treasure hunts, mask 
making using recycled materials, identification of bugs and birds, an il-
lustrated talk by Secret World, bee keeping and finding about owls and 
owl pellets.  



Throughout the term we have been working on the construction of a 
clay oven in the woodland and for snack on Eco Day we all had bread 
rolls from the oven!  It has been an amazing project led by Mrs Childs, 
our Forest School leader, and Shane Potts, the conservation manager 
from Millfield.  All the materials used apart from the sand were reused 
or recycled.  The Reception children were involved in its construction – 
collecting rubble and working the clay and sand together with their  
feet! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We’re really looking forward 
to becoming outdoor chefs 
next term! 



NATIONAL TRUST 
ON THE  
MENDIPS 

Mr Bosher 
Mrs McElhinney 
All day 

8CP 
8RM 

Guided walk              
featuring the 
work of the                 
National Trust 
  

LARGE BLUE 
ON COLLARD 
HILL 
  

Rob Holden 
  
10.30-12.30 
1.45-3.00 

  
Year 8 
Year 3 
  

Walk on Collard 
Hill to hear the 
story of the 
Large Blue 
Butterfly 
  

WORLEY HILL 
ORCHID SURVEY 

Shane Potts Two groups back 
to back 
  

Introduction to 
Millfield  School 
conservation site 
  

PERMACULTURE 
AT LYDFORD 

Mr Wynn 
Mrs Wynn 
All a.m. 
  

7CC 
  

Visit to forest 
garden 
Hydro scheme 
Allotment 
  

ORGANIC                 
FARMING 
  

Mr and Mrs 
Faulkner 
1.30-3.30 
  

Year 4 
  

A tour of the 
farm 


